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Synopsis

Taking up a challenge from his whist partners, a mysterious English gentleman named Phileas
Fogg wagers half his fortune and abandons his quiet domestic routine to undertake a daring feat: to
circle the globe in a mere 80 days, an achievement unheard of in the Victorian world.Fogg and
Passepartout, his devoted manservant, avail themselves of virtually every known means of
transportation in their wild race against time. All the while, a devious detective dogs their every step
and introduces fresh obstacles. The resourceful Fogg faces each new trial with unshakable aplomb,
through a constantly shifting background of exotic locales & ” from the jungles of India, a Chinese
opium den, and a Japanese circus to a full-throttle train ride under attack by Sioux and a bloodless
mutiny aboard a tramp steamer.The most popular of Jules Verne’s fantastic adventure stories,
Around the World in Eighty Days first appeared as a newspaper serial in 1872, much to the delight
of a world already agog with recent advances in technology. Its enduring blend of comic

misadventures and thrilling suspense continues to enchant generations of readers.
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Customer Reviews

The story is about an eccentric Englishman named Phileas Fogg who makes a twenty thousand

pound bet with five of his rich country club friends to travel around the world in eighty days with his



trusty servant Passepartout a Frenchman. Along the way they have to overcome many obstacles.
Fogg spends most of his fortune overcoming these obstacles and if they don’t win the bet he will be
ruined. There are some things however that even money can’t overcome and several times Fogg is
faced with a moral decision that if he pursues the right thing to do will significantly set him back on
time.Their travels take them through England, Paris, the Suez Canal, Egypt, India, Hong Kong,
Japan, America, and Ireland. In India they rescue a princess who stays on with them throughout the
rest of their journey and a love interest grows between her and Fogg. There is also another subplot
involving a bank robbery in England where 55 thousand pounds have been stolen, and Fogg is
considered to be the main suspect. A detective Fix is assigned to follow Fogg and to arrest him
once he sets foot on English territory.This book seems to be split into two parts. During the first part
of the book when things are going smoothly the servant Passepartout seems to be the main
character. At each port Fogg stays in his cabin and just focuses on the next leg of the trip while
Passepartout ventures out and gives you a description of the land. It would seem a shame to travel
all around the world and not pause to take in any of the sights as Fogg does. | found most of these
early chapters pretty mundane and uneventful.The subplot with Fix at times becomes annoying, and
it isn’t until they are all working towards the same goal, that this line of the story improves.
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